FDNSC GENERALATE - NEWS UPDATE

May 2018

From the desk of the Congregational Leader

As | write this message, Sr Elly and | are in the middle of our Visitation in PNG. By the time you
read it, we WI|| be in the Philippines celebrating with our Filipina sisters the Golden Jubilee of our
FDNSC foundation there. Deeply grateful for “the great things the Lord
has done for us,” not only for the past 50 years but al throughout our
history as a congregation, | wish you all a Happy Feast of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart!

In PNG, | found myself connecting with our early years. PNG was our
first “mission” as a congregation. It is the mission that directly connects
us to Fr Jules Chevalier, to Mother Marie Louise, and to our pioneer
sisters. What an honour it is for us to walk in their footsteps and to
continue the mission they began. As we visited FDNSC communities
and ministries in PNG, we cannot but remember our beginnings and be
filled with awe and gratitude! At the same time, we fedl the weight of the

el responsibility we carry. We are the generation of FDNSCs called to live
in atime of rapid change and to bring the congregation to a future yet unknown. The strength,
courage and fidelity of al the sisters who have gone before us urge us on!

In the Philippines, we gratefully remember the first five FDNSCs who came to begin our mission
in the country: one Australian, two Spanish and two Filipina sisters. One of them, Sr Lydia
Dionisio, is still with us today, celebrating and enthusiastically sharing with everyone what it was
likein the beginning.

Early in the year, we had our Visitation in South Sudan. Like our other missions, it is a gift of God
to us. We thank our Australian Province which started the mission and our African Province which
has brought it forward to this day. After much prayer and after consultation with the parties
concerned, we have come to the decision to make the community in South Sudan directly under
the Generalate effective 26 May 2018, Feast of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. This will be for a
transition period of about three years (2018 to 2020). Two Indonesian sisters are currently being
prepared to join Srs Wendy and Rita in the mission in Mapuordit. We thank our Indonesian
Province for their courage and generosity. During this period of transition, our missionaries will
endeavour to continue the work of empowering the people in Mapuordit while we as a
congregation dlscern what God is calling us to beyond 2020. South Sudan and its people are close
to the heart of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. The land was consecrated to
“  her by St Daniel Comboni back in 1875 and so we are confident that Our
Lady will keep South Sudan and its people under her loving care.

As we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart this year, we
join Mary in her song of praise and thanksgiving to God for al the great
things he has done for us! Sisters, | hold al of you in my heart and, with
you, | am deeply grateful for the past, | proceed with courage in the
present and | look to the future full of hope! Thank you for constantly
accompanying me with your prayers.

United with you in prayer,
Sr Marife FDNSC



Sr Bernadette Koning arrived at the FDNSC Generalate in Rome as
General Secretary on 16 February 2006. On 1 May 2018, exactly 12
years, 2 months and 15 days later, she left Rome and returned to her
Province, Australia. Sr Bernadette was asked by Sr Mary Fyfe, the
then newly elected Superior General, to come to the Generalate in the
role of General Secretary. At that time, she was working in Sydney as
school secretary at OLSH College Kensington, and as the administrator
of OLSH Overseas Aid Fund.

Bernie to her family and Bern to us at the Generalate, she is a living
example of what Pope Francis calls the “revolution of tenderness.” In
his TED talk in 2017, Pope Francis said “What is tenderness? It is love
that comes close and becomes real. It is a movement that starts from
the heart and reaches the eyes, the ears and the hands. Tenderness
means to use our eyes to see each other, our ears to hear the other...
Tenderness means to use our hands and our heart to comfort the other,
to take care of those in need.” In her many years at the Generalate,
Bern has been this - tenderness
personified - to we who have
lived with her. She has been the
one who used her eyes, her ears,
her hands and her heart to
support the other and to care for
those in need!

Her patience, her kindness, her
sensitivity to the needs of others,
at both the personal and work
related level, her eye for detail
and attention to smal but
important things touched us
deeply. The FDNSC Generaate
has truly been blessed with
Bern's presence. Thank you very
much, Bern, for the gift of
yourself and for your many gifts

Farewell to Bern Part 1: Outing in
Spoleto (central Italy) on 3 April, place
chosen and itinerary organised by Bern
herself and God gave us a beautiful
sunny day!

truly efficient General Secretary.

“revolution of tenderness’ in

your new community and
ministries in Austraia We
love you, Bern! Go with our
prayers! Go with the love of
Mary, Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart. Go with the love of
your first and only love, Christ
himself! Go....until we meet
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that you so generously shared with us, members of your
community, and with the congregation as a whole as our

We miss you! We are with you in spirit as you continue the

_

again!

Farewell to Bern Part 2: Community prayer and sharing on 6 April 2018.
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Interculturajlty Workshop in Nemi

On 23 January Sr. Elly went to Nemi to participate in a two week course LIVING MISSION
about interculturality. This course was organized by the Divine Word INTE
Missionaries who, together with their sister-congregation, the Holy Spirit
Missionary Sisters, had had a similar workshop last year. Anthony Gittins
CSSp was the main speaker. Since some of us a the Generalate had
previously read his book “Living Mission Interculturally”, it was an exciting 3
prospect to meet him.

There were 51 participants, coming from 25 different countries! Most of them &
were General Superiors, General Councillors or Formators. Among them was
Sr. Barbara Winkler, the Superior General of the MSC Sisters.

ANTHONY ). GITTINS

Some of the topics presented were:
definitions and concepts of culture,
interculturality, intercultural
leadership, personality and culture,
gender and culture, culturd
differences, psychologica  and
cultural responses to intercultural
living - particularly in religious
communities - and formation in
: interculturality. During the course
. | the participants also had the
2R X = opportunity  to do an online
g = ™ interculturality test.
It was a great
opportunity for Sr Elly to participate in this course. Now the challenge to each
participant is to live and to share what they learned. Here at the Generalate we
have already made a start. As one usually becomes more aware of one's own
culture when in contact with another culture, we used one reflection day to draw
an image of our own culture and to share about it in our community. Our
conclusion was that we are redlly very different and it is really prophetic when
we can live peacefully together and enrich one another.

WHAT 1S YOUR

During Sr. Marife and Sr Elly’ s visit to PNG and the Philippines, Sr. Elly gave some Conferences
on the topic of interculturality. Asin these countries sisters from many different cultures are living
together, it was avery interesting and enriching experience. Within our international Congregation
we are very blessed that we can learn alot from one another!

Rising from Wounds. Psychology and Spirituality Compared

This was the theme of the program that Sr Madeleine had the joy of participating in from February
to March 2018 at the Ateneo Pontificio Regina Apostolorum (Istituto Superiore di Scienze
Religiose — APRA) in Rome. The program was organized in cycles of conferences aimed primarily
at the ongoing formation of religious and consecrated men and women.

The purpose of the course was to examine the wounds in the soul with the help of psychology, in
the light of Holy Scripture and in the tradition of spiritual theology. God, the great physician of
the soul, uses psychology, spiritua theology and Holy Scripture as sutures to heal our wounds.
"For by his wounds we have been healed,” says the prophet Isaiah (53.5). In addition, in
confirmation of this prophecy, the Risen Jesus shows his wounds to his disciples. Every human
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being, including consecrated persons, bears some phySIcaI psychic, moral or Spl ritual wounds. In
fact, every Christian suffers some 3
wound that needs to be touched, healed,
and transfigured by the grace of the
Resurrection.

The consecrated person is the one who
meets the signs of the Resurrection in
his wounds; who can see the power of
the Resurrection in the wounds of the
world; who, like Jesus, does not go to ¥ : '

meet his brothers with reproach and condemnation. Jesus Christ does not present himself to his
disciples without wounds. In front of His wounds, Thomas confesses his faith. We are invited not
to hide our sores. The awareness of having wounds frees us. We must find the courage to accept
that atransfigured and resurrected wound can remain in us as asign of God's mercy in our lives.

A Church with sores is able to understand the
wounds of today's world and to make them its
own. In fact, those who learn to look at their
wounds as signs of Resurrection will be able to
see the wounds of the world with the vision of
divine mercy. As the Apostle John says, "For
God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. God did not send the
Son into the world to judge the world, but to save
the world through him "(Jn 3: 16-17).

We are called to accompany our brothers and sisters and try to heal them by showing them our
compassionate love and our closeness. Because a Church with sores does not stand at the centre,
cannot believe itself perfect, but it puts at the centre the only one who can heal wounds and He has
aname: Jesus Christ.

FACILITATORS SEMINAR

This year, 2018, Sr Merle is atending a seminar/workshop for

facilitators offered by Faith and Praxis and The Craigheaa

Institute. The sessions are held at the UISG Building in

Rome and they run from January to December, divided in ™

two-day modules. There are 19 participants in J

the seminar, 3 lay women and 16 religious women. Thereistheory given The CRAIGHEAD INSTITUTE

and a lot of time is spent on practical exercises. Sr Merle finds it very e

interesting and helpful. The process used in the seminar really provides for learning. One of the

facilitators of the seminar is Sr PilucaMSOLA. She facilitated our 2017 General Conference. The
main facilitator is Mr Colin Quine. Here is a brief description of the seminar as well as the
schedule and titles of the modules.

e Program in facilitating and under standing how to work with groups and organizations —
the am of the program is to equip facilitators and consultants to work effectively at the
interface of organizations and faith in the context of the global society.

e Program Outline
Module 1: 22- 23 January — The Challenge of Taking the Facilitator Role
Module 2: 19-20 March — Designing a Facilitation Process
Module 3: 21-22 May — Facilitating a General Chapter
Module 4: 10-11 September — Working with the Unexpected
Module 5: 22-23 October — Facilitating Congregational Transformation
Module 6: 10-11 December — Sustaining Discernment
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Chevalier Family

First meeting of three Superiors General in 2018:
Welcoming Fr Abzalon and thanking Fr Mark

On 19 January 2018, Sr Marife welcomed Sr Barbara Winkler, ———r N
MSC Sisters’ Superior General, Fr Mark McDonald, MSC former Supenor General and Fr
Abzalon Alvarado Tovar, MSC Superior General, to the first meeting of the Chevalier Family
Superiors’ Genera for 2018. Thisfirst meeting was held at the FDNSC Generalate and was
facilitated by Sr Marife. It was atime to welcome Fr Abzalon to the team and to thank Fr Mark
for his 12 fruitful years of being part of the team. The FDNSC Generalate Community was happy
to then welcome the group to a sumptuous lunch prepared by Marjeta, our cook. Little did we
know that, for some of us, this would be the last time we would see Fr Mark.

Farewell to Fr Mark

On 13" February, the day before the beginning of the Lenten Season, the MSC Generaate
community organised a farewell for Fr Mark McDonald at the MSC
’N Generalate in Via Asmara. Fr Mark was scheduled to leave Rome for
. the USA afew days later. The celebration began with a Mass followed
by lunch and refreshments. At that time, the community was sending
him off to his new community and mission. A little less than two
. months later, on 4 April, we were again invited to the MSC Generadate
~in honour of Fr Mark; this time to
join the MSC Community in the ;
celebration of a memorial mass of
thanksgiving for his life. Two days
earlier, in the morning of Easter
Monday, he was found dead in his
room in Sacred Heart Villain Centre
Valley, Pennsylvaniaa. He was 75
years of age. Fr Mark was buried in the town where he was
born, Watertown, New York, on 9 April. Sr Linda Strayer was -
able to attend his funeral and represent us there. Although the i .°
news of his death came as a shock to us all, it was a consolation |
to redlize that he died very peacefully on the most important §
day of the liturgical year - he died on Easter Sunday! To us, a
beautiful assurance that he is now with the Risen Christ, forever
living in HisHeart! Thank you, Fr Mark! Rest in Peace!




Welcoming Sr Anne Gardiner and Sr Mary Stevensto Rome

Recently we were delighted to welcome Sr Anne Gardiner and Sr Mary Stevens of the Australian
Province to Rome. Sr Anne had been invited by the
Australian Embassies to the Holy See and to Italy, to deliver
the International Women's Day address on 8" March. Sr
Anne, the 2017 Senior Australian of the Y ear, travelled from
the Tiwi Islands in the Northern Territory to Rome for this
important occasion. Sr Mary Stevens, who has also worked
for many years in the Northern Territory, travelled with Sr
Anne.

At the age of 22 years, Sr Anne went to Bathurst Island to
live among the Tiwi people. At the age of 86, Sr Anne till
lives among the Tiwi people. She told us that it was an
extreme honour to deliver the International Women's Day
address, and to have the opportunity to visit the Vatican. In
her own words, Sr Anne said “The Senior Australian of 2017
Award does not belong to me aone. It belongs to my Sisters
who have worked in the Northern Territory for over one hundred years ministering to the remote
Indigenous people.”

Sr Anne and Sr Mary were accommodated at Domus Australia, which was off|C|aIIy opened by
Pope Benedict in 2011. In recognition of her =

contribution to the Indigenous people, a
section of Domus Australia is named after &
Sr Anne. We welcomed the Sisters to the [§
Generalate for lunch one day and we also |
had a day out with them, sharing a meal and
doing some sight-seeing in the Eternal City.
The visit of Sr Anne and Sr Mary was a
joyful time for them and also for us!

Holy Week and Easter in Dublin

Recently | visited our Sistersin Ireland, a country which is also known as the Emerald Isle because
of its beautiful green countryside. | was made very welcome to our convent in Templeogue, a
suburb of Dublin, by Sr Mairead, Sr Fachanan and Sr Vianney who form the community there.
Like many Australians, my family heritage goes back to Ireland, and this gives me an additional
sense of being at home whenever | visit.

] ¥
r 1.4
d
]

We attended the Easter ceremonies at the parlsh Church of St Jude. The choir made an especially
beautiful contribution to each of the liturgies. We were invited to the MSC community for Easter
Sunday lunch, which was a happy time for us all.

| thank the Sisters for their kind hospitality. S Jenny
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Visitations and Visits

The Vigtation in South Sudan — 14 to 23 February 2018

The first canonical visitation of Sr Marife « g =z
for the year was to South Sudan. Shewas . &
accompanied by Sr Merle. They arrived
in Mapuordit on Ash Wednesday, 14 &%
February, and left the country on 23 B
February, the day which Pope Francis
had declared as the international day of
prayer for peace in South Sudan and the §
Democratic Republic of Congo. The
report on the Visitation has already been
sent out to al the Provinces and Sr Elly
has uploaded a PowerPoint presentation |

to visit our website, enjoy the photos and |
please continue to pray for our
missionaries in South Sudan!

The Vigtation of the PNG Province— 11 April to 20 May 2018

After celebrating Holy Week and Easter in Rome, Sr Marife was off again, this time to our

congregation’s first mission, Papua New Guinea!l This is the second canonical visitation of the

year and Sr Marife was accompanied by Sr Elly. They left Rome on 9 April and travelled to PNG

via Doha then Singapore, finally reaching PNG on 11 April. This journey of more than two days

(including time difference) is of course

% S ECR ek oA EIlRUETisea® | nothing compared to the journey of more than

NESTE O ENRITENENoR{e Rl [Ril[sRlR=as | three years (1884 to 1887) that our first five

Moresby. ig FDNSC missionaries embarked on when we,

) ! as a missionary congregation, first went to

= PNG! From PNG, Sr Marife and Sr Elly

| continued on to the Philippines to attend the

Ag celebrations of the Philippine Region's

r = . Wy B Golden Jubilee of foundation. As you read

b i} . this issue of the Generalate News Update, the

g two are dill in the Philippines making a

friendly visit and giving some conferences.

Read about the Vistation in the PNG

Visitation report and wait for the

announcement on Sr Elly’s facebook account as to when the PowerPoint presentation of the

Visitation will be available. For now, we thank PNG for welcoming our sisters to the Province
with so much love!

y e

Let usinclude in our prayers the scheduled canonical visitations
for the rest of the year:

July to September — Kiribati, Fiji, Marshall 1slands, Nauru and
Samoa— Srs Marife and Laurentia

October — Nitra— Srs Marife and Madeleine
November — DR Congo — Srs Marife and Madeleine
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Annual Vidgit to the Japan Community —2to 16 March 2018

This year, in January, Sr Leonila dela Pena, has started her 3-year mandate as leader of the
FDNSC Community in Japan. She follows Sr Cecilia Takara who was community leader for four
terms (2005 to 2017). Sr Leon, as she prefers to be caled, is the third community leader in Japan
since its beginnings, the first having been Sr Mary Fyfe (1995 to 2005). At the moment, we have 6
sistersin Japan. Sr Akie is on exclaustration
and 5 sisters are living in community. Three
are in Nagoya (Sr Cecilia, Sr Narie and Sr
Moia) and two are in Fukui (Sr Leon and Sr ¥
Mangarita). The sisters from the two houses |
consider themselves one community and so
they have many of their community |
activities together. The main focus of this
year's visit was for Sr Merle to share with
the community the experience and the fruits
of the 2017 General Conference. It was also
a time to have individual talks with the sisters and gather to meet as a community to talk about
various concerns of the community and of the sisters at this time.

Sr Merle svisit this year had a special feature, a pilgrimage to Hiroshimawith Sr Cecilia. The very
first atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshimaon 6 August 1945 at exactly 08:15 am,
Hiroshimatime. To see the memorabiliafrom the atomic bomb in the Museum in Hiroshimawas a
heart-rending experience — a burnt watch that stopped at 08:15; a
burnt bike of a 3-year old boy who was on his bike in front of their
house when the bomb struck; badly burnt clothes of men, women
and children; glass bottles that the extreme heat had melted and
deformed...the list goes on and on. Three days after Hiroshimawas
bombed, a second atomic bomb was dropped by the US, this time on
= thecity of Nagasaki. After seeing the instant and massive
Y . destruction caused by the bomb in Hiroshima (US military men
@ werein Hiroshimaon 8 August), it
isimpossible to understand why a
y second bomb was dropped!!!! NO
A-Bombed Dome . MORE HIROSHIMAS! Thisis
-~ the message from the people of
: > 54 Hiroshimato the whole world. It
was the message ringing in Sr Merle’s heart as she | eft the place.
Let us not just pray for peace, let us be bearers and makers of
peace!

Hiroshima

Sr Laurentia, our General Bursar, is currently preparing for our
first International Meeting of FDNSC Bursarsin Rome. Sheis
being assisted by Sr Jenny and Sr Merle in the preparations. The
meeting is scheduled for 3 to 14 December 2018. About 25 are
expected to participate. Most will be bursars. Some leaders are
also coming, as well as lay finance managers. The meeting is
taking as its theme the title of the latest document from CICLSAL.:
Economy at the Service of the Charism and Mission. Sisters,
please include this meeting in your prayers.




Happenings in Rome

UI'SG Rome Constellation Meeting — 10 to 11 January 2018

The members of the UISG (the International Union of Women Superiors General) who are based
in Rome have an annual “constellation” meeting. This year, it was held at Monte Cucco on
January 10 and 11 with the theme
Weaving Hope and Prophecy in Our
World Today. On the dates of the
meeting, Sr Marife was in the Philippines
so Sr Merle attended on her behalf. The
meeting was attended by 80 sisters, mostly
superiors general. There were conferences, [
group workshops and plenary discussions %
in the very full 2-day meeting. The two g
guest speakers, both from CICLSAL, %
developed the theme. Sr Nicla Spezzati
spoke on The Prophecy of Consecrated
Life and Monsignor Jose Carbalo OFM
spoke on Religious Women as Weaver's of
Hope. In the evening of day 1 of the meeting, a lay journalist presented a very interesting video
project that she did with different religious congregations (men and women) in Italy. She shared
that she and her team asked religious superiors in Italy to think of a project or ministry of their
congregation that they are really proud of. The team then chose a number of the “stories’
submitted and made short videos which were then shown on Italian TV. The videos show the
many varied ways by which we, religious, are truly weavers of hope and prophecy in our world
today. Thevideos are on YouTube, just search Varchi di Luce. Y ou can also check out the website
Altro da Dire. Watch and be inspired!

Vigit of the Spanish Sisters—the Hijas de Santa Maria del Corazon de Jesus
Madre Maria Marta g On 14 March, we were honoured with the visit of the Hijas de

Santa Maria del Corazon de Jesus or the Daughters of Holy Mary
of the Heart of Jesus. Who are they? They are our former Spanish
sisters who separated from our congregation in 1998. It was a joy
for our Generalate community to welcome them. The Superior
General, Mother Maria Marta, came with two of her General
Councillors. They were accompanied by the community superior
in Rome, Sr Maria Sagrario. After ameeting with Sr Marife, they
had light refreshments with the community. Sr Marife was
invited to  visit e
Mother Maria de - e
Jesus, who is now in
her 90s and
| physically unable to
. travel anymore. She
= is in Madrid. Sr
Maria Sagrario had visited in February to prepare for
this visit of Mother Maria Marta. She also invited us
to come and visit their community in Rome. We
thank God for the gift of this visit and for opening a
new door between our congregations at this time!

and Sr Marife




Lent, Holy Week and Easter in Rome

This year, Lent began on 14 February, Valentines Day. We went into the beautiful 40-day season
of prayer as the world celebrated the day of loversl And what a good day to begin Lent because
what is Lent but a season when we prepare to celebrate the greatest love of all —the Love of Jesus
- expressed in his life, death and resurrection! Here in Rome, Pope Francis started us off on our
Lenten journey with his Lenten message released on 6 February in which he said “I urge the
members of the Church to take up the Lenten journey with enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting
¥’ _— | = and prayer. If, at times, the flame of charity seems to die in
our own hearts, know that this is never the case in the heart of
God! He constantly gives us a chance to begin loving anew.”
How true! God indeed constantly gives us a chance to
begin loving anew. This year, He did this by sending the
city of Rome a beautiful and rare surprise...SNOW! In the
morning of 26 February, we woke up to see our garden
covered with snow. Since this happens very rarely in
e, Rome (the last time being 6 years ago), the whole city
was excited. Residents of the eternal city, young and old,

went out and played in the snow! The internet was
flooded with photos and videos of the snow in Rome. With al the excitement brought by the
snow, we enthusu astically continued on our Lenten journey.

% As the month of March came, we thanked
God for the fast recovery of Sr Elena, our
Italian sister who helps out in the
Generadate. She had had a fall in January.
Thank God, she is better now. On 13
March, we celebrated her birthday as well
as the birthday of Marjeta, our beautiful
lay cook. Lent was a time to thank God
for the gift of the people who serve us so
lovingly.

Also in the photo with the community, Sr Elena and Before we knew it, we had entered Holy
M_arjeta, is Vittorio, our loyal gardener and driver, and his Week. Sr Elly went to the Dutch Church,
wife Marcella. where she serves in the choir, for al the
liturgical services, from Palm Sunday to the Easter Sunday. Sr Madeleine led the singing in the
Pam Sunday and Easter Triduum celebrations in the chapel of our Italian sisters, a service she
lovingly renders and which is deeply appreciated by our Italian sisters. This year, Sr Madeleine
also attended the Good Friday Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum with thousands of others,
pilgrims, Romans, tourists and faithful, as well as the Easter Vigil Mass at the French Church.
Therest of us attended the English celebrations at the Caravitaand St Patrick’s Church. Except for
Sr Jenny who was in Ireland during that time, we al gathered together in the dining room of our
Italian Sisters for lunch on Easter Sunday to cel ebrate the Rising of Our Lord!

On Easter Morning, we woke up to the fullness of God's love as we listened to Pope Francis
Message to the City of Rome and to the whole World (Urbi et Orbi). He said:

We Christians believe and know that Christ's resurrection is the true hope of the world, the hope that does not
disappoint. It is the power of the grain of wheat, the power of that love which humbles itself and gives itself to the very
end, and thus truly renews the world. This power continues to bear fruit today in the furrows of our history, marked by
so many acts of injustice and violence. It bears fruits of hope and dignity where there are deprivation :

and exclusion, hunger and unemployment, where there are migrants and refugees (so often
rejected by today’s culture of waste), and victims of the drug trade, human trafficking and
contemporary forms of slavery.

Let us alow ourselves to be used by the Risen Lord as instruments of His power
that renews the world!

10



v Ja the Philippine Region an its Golden Jubilee of Feundation
(4 Apil 1968 — 2018 )
We congratulate the Sisters of the Philippine Region as they
Celebrate God' s faithfulness and love for the past 50 years!

DAUGHTERS OF OURLADY OF THE SACRED HEART
PHILIFPINE REGIOH 1968-2018

Celebrating God's fuithfulness aud fove”
v Je the Province of Belgium for their neturn to Rumst
In her Easter letter to the Belgian sisters, Sr Marife referred to their
return to Rumst saying: “As we begin the celebration of the Paschal Triduum,
you are all in my thoughts and prayers. | see a link between these three very
important liturgical days in the Church and your faith journey as a community. As
you prepare to leave Deurne and move to Rumst, you, too, are “passing over”, from
death to new life. Sr Anne-Marie, in her report e
at the General Conference, gave a moving
description of what this passage means for
you: “A part of the old convent in Rumst has been preserved. The door
through which we all once entered is still there. We will return to the house
where we once received our formation and from which we were sent out.”
Her image of “returning home” is one that is inspirational and heart-warming!
Congratulations, dear Sisters of the Province of Belgium, on
your homecoming!

v Je St Unne-Marie Fevmans upon her re-appeintment as Povincial
We thank and congratulate Sr Anne-Marie Hermans for accepting her re-
appointment as Provincial Leader of the Province of Belgium. Sr Anne-
Marie will commence her 4™ term on 1 June 2018.

v Je Sisters Mewi ECbanverei and (ren Viane of Hinibati whe made thein Pexpetual
Prnafession on 27 January 2018 in Jeacraereke and to Sv Eliana Celia Peres of Brazil
whae made her Penpetual Profession en 24 Februuwary 2018 in Delfim Moreina-MG.

Thank you and Congratulations for the witness of your courage and fidelity!

Sr Aren and Sr Meri in Kiribati




