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September 2017

FDNSC GENERALATE – NEWS UPDATE

Weblog during our General Conference

As everybody already knows, the General Conference is about to start. Do you want to stay
informed, to stay connected, to be inspired to pray for the actual events at this Conference? Go
to our website: www.olshgen.com – click on the menu ( ) and under “Categorieën” you will
find News General Conference. We will try to update our blog regularly!

Casa di Esercizi Spirituali
Nostra Signora Madre della Misericordia

Via Monte Cucco, Roma
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Sr Marife Mendoza
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General Conference Participants
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Congo: Sr Christiane Botelua
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From the desk of the Congregational Leader…

By the time you receive this newsletter we will most likely be a
mere few days away from the 11th FDNSC General Conference. I ask
for your prayers for all the participants who have to travel to Rome and
for this very important meeting that, with the help of God, we may truly
achieve its purpose.

“The general conference is a meeting of the general council and
the provincial leaders, under the presidency of the congregational leader.
It meets at least once between ordinary general chapters. The purpose of
the meeting is: to foster unity and a better understanding of the
Congregation as a whole, and to facilitate communication between
province and general levels of government; to exchange experiences and
to discuss the most appropriate means of carrying out our common
mission in response to the needs of the Church and the world today; and
to consider matters specified in the Constitutions and Directory
concerning the convocation and composition of the general chapter.”
(Const. 102)

Our 11th FDNSC General Conference has as its theme
“Ametur… Sowing seeds of life and hope in our broken world.”
Fr. Jules’ vision of our congregation was fundamentally missionary.
From the beginning of our congregation he envisioned us to be
missionaries and it was not without suffering and sacrifices that he
guided and formed the few remaining loyal sisters and Mother Marie
Louise Hartzer according to his faith vision. Today, we have the joy of
being a congregation with a “specific missionary orientation” because
there was this small group of faithful women who stood by Fr. Jules
Chevalier. They were followed by generations of FDNSCs who
responded generously and courageously to the call of Jesus, who felt
impelled to live and proclaim his love. They were our pioneer sowers
who sowed “seeds of life and hope” within their own contexts and
according to the needs of their times. We remember them with immense
gratitude and affection. They are lights of hope for us as we travel along
some unknown, dark or stormy paths.

We are living in a world that is
increasingly becoming secularized, terrorized,
and fragmented. The many acts of terrorism
across the world have led to rising levels of
racism and fear.

It is within these new global realities that we are called to be
bearers of life and hope. We can only do this if we remain attached to
the source of life and hope: “Remain in me … cut off from me you can
do nothing.” (Jn 15:5) And we have to do this together because we have
freely chosen to “give ourselves to God in communion with our sisters
to carry out the mission entrusted to the Congregation by the Church.”
(Const. 12) May Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, our “star of hope”, teach
us to believe, to hope and to love.

Sr. Marife Mendoza FDNSC
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HISTORY OF FDNSC GENERAL CONFERENCES…

The coming General Conference this September will be the 11th. Before it, we had 10
General Conferences. Here is the list showing who called them, when and where they were
held and the theme and/or focus of each.

 10th General Conference convoked by Sr Mary Fyfe – 14 to 28 September, 2009 – Rome
(Casa di Accoglienza e di Spiritualitá, Enricco de Osso, Rome; held in the year we celebrated
the 150th Anniversary of the Title “Our Lady of the Sacred Heart;” the focus was the revision
of the 1983 Constitutions and preparation for the 2011 General Chapter.

 9th General Conference convoked by Sr Mary Fyfe – 24 August to 9 September, 2007 – São
Paulo, Brazil (Centro Pastoral Santa Fé; theme of the conference: Daughters of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart, On Mission in Today’s World, the focus was Mission and JPIC.

 8th General Conference convoked by Sr Mary Ringnalda – 5 to 21 October 2003 – Rome
(Casa di Esercizi Spirituali Nostra Signora Madre della Misericordia); theme was “Starting
Afresh in Christ” and the focus was formation so formators were invited to this conference.
This conference prepared for the 2005 General Chapter.

 7th General Conference convoked by Sr Mary Ringnalda – 14 to 20 October 2001 –
Vunapope, PNG; theme of the conference: “Prophetic Women of Heart with Mary on
Mission”

 6th General Conference convoked by Sr Mary Ringnalda - 6 to 21 October 1997 – Arricia,
Italy (Casa Divin Maestro della Societá San Paolo); this conference prepared for the 1999
General Chapter and its aim was “to foster unity and a better understanding of the
Congregation as a whole.”

 5th General Conference called by Sr Jacinta Bellani– 5 to 20 November 1991 – Issoudun;
this prepared for the 1993 General Chapter and its theme was “Daughters of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart: Serving the Kingdom.”

 4th General Conference convoked by Mother Gerarda Kennedy – 7 to 22 September 1985 –
Villa Formosa, São Paulo, Brazil; this conference worked on the writing of the handbooks for
Formation and for Provincials (as required by the newly approved 1983 Constitutions); it also
prepared for the 1987 General Chapter;

 3rd General Conference convoked by Mother Gerarda Kennedy– 7 to 26 September 1979 –
Port Moresby, PNG – this conference reviewed the proposed revisions on the 1969
Constitutions, making them ready for approval at the 1981 General Chapter. At this time, the
meeting was simply called Provincials’ Meeting.

 2nd General Conference convoked by Mother Benigna Moore – 24 April to 4 May 1973 –
Rome (Italian Provincialate); the focus of this conference was “Renewal and Adaptation,” it
looked at the translations of the 1969 Constitutions and Directory. It prepared for our
Centenary of Foundation (August 1974) and the 1975 General Chapter. This was a meeting of
Provincials.

 1st General Conference convoked by Mother Benigna Moore – 20 to 27 June
1967 – Rome (Generalate); This was a meeting of the Provincials with Mother
General; it discussed how the congregation can promote the renewal and
adaptation required by Vatican II. It also started the work of reviewing and
revising the Constitutions and prepared for the 1969 General Chapter,
described by Mother Benigna as “the most important Chapter in the history
of the Congregation.”



4

Aerial view of the house in Pozzo

Sr Patrizia (seated), Sr Annunciata and Sr Linda
nearing the end of a great meal!

Sr Sylvia, Sr Merle, Sr Patrizia, Sr Annunciata and
Sr Madeleine enjoying the cold spring air.

Last April 27 and 28, Sr Silvia Maria, our Community Leader in
Italy and Sr Madeleine, the Generalate liaison person to our
Italian Community, visited the community in Pozzo. Since there
was space in Sr Silvia’s car, Srs Linda and Merle tagged along to
see the community for the first time. Pozzo is located in the
beautiful region of Tuscany whose capital city is Florence. It is

about a 4-hour
drive from
Rome with
vineyards lining either side of the highway. Our
sisters have been in Pozzo since 1942 and were a
valuable presence there at the time of the Second
World War. Today, we have two sisters there,
Sr Patrizia and Sr Annunciata. It was a short visit
but was well worth it! We had delicious meals
with our sisters, encountered some of the children,
parents and teachers in the pre-school on the
ground floor of the convent, attended Mass in the
Parish Church and met some of the sisters’ friends
in the community.

Visitation in
Angola

From 18 until 30 June Sr. Marife and
Sr. Elly went to Angola. They traveled
many kilometers over dust roads with lots
of potholes to be with our Sisters in the
remote area of Cazombo. Both Sisters were
impressed with the hospitality and the
apostolates of our Sisters there. Sr. Marife
and Sr. Elly hope that their presence has
helped our sisters to reinforce their
missionary spirit to continue this
demanding, but also rewarding mission.
During the presentation in the parish
Sr. Marife said: “See us here now together: One Sister from PNG, one from Indonesia, two from
the Philippines and one from the Netherlands and all of you, parishioners, people of Angola. We
can work together to realize a better world for everybody!”
We thank our Sisters for this great experience. More can be read in the visitation report.

The children’s works on displa
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Let us remember
the following in
our prayers…

 Canonical
Visitation in
Australia – 11
November to 16
December 2017
Sr Marife and Sr
Elly

 PNG Provincial
Assembly – 2 to
12 January 2018
Xavier Institute,
Port Moresby,
PNG

The participants of the Australian Provincial Assembly
(Photo from the Facebook page of the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart)

Provincial Assemblies in Australia, Brazil and
Ireland

Some members of the Generalate Community were fortunate to attend
some of the Provincial Assemblies that were held recently. Sr Jenny
Christie attended the assembly of her province in Australia, Sr Merle
Salazar was able to be present for a day in the assembly in Brazil, and
Sr Linda Strayer attended the Assembly of her province in Ireland
which she co-facilitated with Sr Merle.

In Australia the Assembly was held in Sydney from July 23rd to July
26th and I was very grateful to have the opportunity to attend. In the
time leading up to the Assembly we were invited to choose the way in
which we could best contribute: by prayer (26 sisters); by prayer and
preparation, including reading articles and making responses (24
sisters); by prayer, preparation and participation (50 sisters).
The days of the Assembly were a time of much joy, meeting up with
sisters we had not seen for some time, as well as being part of the
prayerful process of the days. The theme of the Assembly was Into the
Future with Hope. During these days, through prayer, sharing and
input, we celebrated our history; owned our reality; responded to our reality with honesty and
considered our emerging future. We affirmed that we move Into the Future with Hope!

Sr Jenny

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be Everywhere Loved!

THANK YOU, SR LINDA

Sr Linda, our very joyful, enthusiastic and dedicated general archivist
will soon leave Rome to return to the US. She will be staying with her
family and caring for her mother who is now almost 90 years old. We
thank Linda for her valuable contribution to our General Archives in
the short time that she was with us. We thank her for her loving and
joyful presence in the Generalate community where she has been
sacristan all these months. We support her in her new mission of caring
for her mother and promise her our love and prayers. LINDA, THANK
YOU VERY MUCH!!! Go with God’s blessings and continue to be the
beautiful Daughter of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart that you are!
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Preparing for the start of the Assembly

In Brazil, the provincial
Assembly was held in our
convent in Villa Formosa
from 23 to 29 July 2017.
Sr Merle joined the Assembly
on 27 July when the topic was
Formation and was asked to
talk about the revised FDNSC
Formation Handbook. Her
presentation was followed by
conversations and group work
around formation. Although
she was with the sisters only
for a day, Sr Merle
experienced a lot of life,
energy, joy and hope in the province and went home full of these sentiments. Congratulations to
Sr Renisa and the sisters of province of Brazil!

In Ireland, the sisters had a two day Provincial Assembly in Ballybay from 1 to 2 August 2017.
Sr Linda, who is a member of the province, prepared the liturgies and gave conferences and led the

discussions of the first day. The second day was
facilitated by Sr Merle. Seventeen sisters attended
the Assembly with two sisters from the USA and
the two sisters from England joining the sisters
from Dublin and Ballybay. On the second day of
the Assembly, the sisters also celebrated the
jubilees of three sisters, Sr Evelyn from the USA,
Sr Juliana from Ballybay and Sr Anna Maria from
Dublin. Although most of the sisters are now
advanced in years, they participated fully and

actively in the two day Assembly. In these two
days, the sisters did not have a midday rest but
they were still full of energy! Indeed, the Holy
Spirit was with them, continuously inspiring
and animating them with love and hope
especially in this period of ageing and
diminishment. They also had the inspiring
support of the Irish MSCs who led the
Eucharistic celebrations during the Assembly.
Congratulations to Sr Mairead and the sisters of
the Irish Province.

The Jubilarians:
(from left to right)

Sr Evelyn
Sr Anna Maria
Sr Juliana
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Sr Merle and
Sr Monika

Group 1 Merauke

Group 2 Merauke

Welcome Song from the Sisters in Ambon

Welcome Dance from the girls of the orphanage

Early in the year, the Provincial Council and
Commission on Formation of Indonesia invited
Sr Merle to go around our Indonesian Province to
share about Our Lady of the Sacred Heart to the
sisters and lay associates. This is part of the
province’s ongoing formation program. Part 1 of this
program was fulfilled last June and July as the
conferences on Our Lady were given to the sisters
and associates of the Regions of Papua and Moluccas.
In all her travels and conferences, Sr Merle was

accompanied by Sr Monika Kaha who was full time translator and companion.
Thank you, Monika!

The first stop was Merauke where the sisters of the Papuan Region were gathered for their
Regional Assembly and Retreat. We arrived on the 22nd of June and were warmly welcomed by
Sr Ancilla, Regional Leader
of Papua, the sisters of the
Region, and Bishop Niko
MSC. We had the seminars
from June 24 to 26. In
Merauke, we have many lay
associates and a number of
them attended the
conferences. Three topics were presented: (1) Who is Our Lady of the Sacred Heart; (2) Mary in
the Bible; and (3) Mary and the Vows. The lay members were invited to the first two topics while
the third was exclusively for the sisters. Fr Joni Astanto MSC, the priest accompanying the lay

members in Merauke, was
with us in the conferences.
We had two groups. Group
one was comprised of the
sisters and lay members from
the centre and the seminar
was held at the MSC house in
Merauke. Group two

comprised of the lay members from various parishes and the seminar was held in the parish church
of Erum. As you can see in the photos, the number of our lay members who participated was very
inspiring. The conferences were accompanied by welcome rituals, dancing, singing and … eating
of course! Thank you, Sr Ancilla and Sisters!

From Merauke, we proceeded to Ambon where
about half of the Region of Moluccas was waiting
for us. They just had their Retreat and so were
still in “praying mode” when we arrived. Sr Inna
Marie, Regional Leader, the sisters, and the girls
from our orphanage in Ambon welcomed us. The

seminar, which was three full days, was held
in the conference room of Rinamakana. For
the first two days, a handful of lay members
came. The active participation of the sisters
and the lay members in all the exercises,
group work and personal sharing is what I
remember most from our seminars in Ambon.



8

The procession through the streets of Langgur
on the day of the inauguration.

Participants of the seminar in Langgur.

Sr Bernarda surrounded by her students
from past years.

The Sisters (from left to right): Sr Angeline, Sr Monika, Sr Immaculae,
Sr Caroline (50 years), Sr Assisia (50 years), Sr Bernarda (60 years), Sr Merle,

Sr Emerentiana (50 years), Sr Theresina (25 years), Sr Melania (25 years),
Sr Anna Mary (25 years), Sr Regina.

While there, we also paid a short visit to Bishop Mandagi MSC.

From Ambon, we proceeded
to Langgur to meet the other
half of the Region. In
Langgur, we were also joined
by Sr Immaculae, outgoing
Provincial and Sr Angeline,
incoming Provincial. This is
because aside from the
seminars, we were
celebrating the inauguration
of Asti Dharma Maluku, the foundation in charge of all educational ministries in the region of
Moluccas. The same topics were presented during the seminars. Especially when we discussed
Mary and the Vows, the sisters were really engaged and shared very personally and honestly. The
inauguration of Asti Dharma Maluku was an experience of a lifetime for Sr Merle. The day began

with a festive
procession from the
convent to the school
led by the school band.
Then the formal
inauguration was held
with formal speeches
from the various guests
of honour. Sr Merle

even delivered a speech in Bahasa Indonesia on behalf of Sr Marife Mendoza! This was then
followed by a really big lunch and a lot of singing and dancing. The OLSH seminars were finished
in Langgur. Thank you Sr Inna Marie and Sisters of the Region of Moluccas! May the seminars
bear fruit in the day to day living of our call and mission!

We will have to return
another time to have the
seminars with the
sisters and lay members
in Jakarta. As a
concluding part of these
3 weeks in Indonesia,
we then had a 15-hour
journey from Langgur
to Purworejo, passing
through 5 airports and
going on 4 flights …
all in one day!!! This

was to attend the Jubilee celebrations of six sisters. The celebrations began with a vigil on 6 July
and the jubilee Mass and meal on 7 July.

It was really touching to see Muslims and Christians
celebrating happily and peacefully together, thanking
Allah as one people united in Love! Congratulations
to our Jubilarians and thank you Sr Immaculae,
Sr Angeline and Sisters for the loving and really
generous welcome. Special thanks to Sr Monika
who acted as “bridge” between Sr Merle and the
Indonesians in these three weeks.
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Alison

McKenzie

Doris Machado

Rita Cleuren

Third International Meeting of the Laity of the
Chevalier Family

Like us, our Lay Associates in the different countries where we are present,
are part of our world-wide Chevalier Family. For the lay members, there is an

international coordinating committee of the Laity of the
Chevalier Family whose main task is to create and
maintain connections between lay members all over the
world. One way by which these connections are made is
through international meetings. The lay members had
their first international meeting in 1999 in Issoudun. This was followed
9 years after, in 2008, in the Dominican Republic. This year, 2017, the third
international meeting was held in Brazil. For the past ten years, the
International Coordinator has been Ms Rita Cleuren, a lay MSC from
Belgium. She was assisted by the European Coordinating Committee which,
in 1999 and 2008, was asked to act also as the International Committee.

The third international meeting which was held in Sao Paulo from 17th to 26th July, was planned
and organized by Rita’s team in collaboration with the National Council of the Lay members in
Brazil. The theme of the meeting was “Our Mission: A Spirituality without Borders”. The
meeting had three main purposes which were successfully accomplished: encounter, formation and
organization.
 First, the meeting was a venue where members from different countries encountered each other

in many different ways, in the day to day activities of the ten-day meeting. The encounters
happened not only in the conference room but also and especially in the chapel, the dining
area, the corridors, and during the outings and free days. In this year’s meeting, there were
more than 100 participants (lay and religious) representing 20 countries, majority of which
were lay members.

 Second, the meeting was a venue to give formation to those present, most of whom were lay
leaders in their own countries. There were conferences, reflective activities and group sharing
around the theme of the meeting.

 Third, the meeting was called to fulfill two important organizational actions: the review and
approval of the General Guiding Principles and Statutes of the Laity of the
Chevalier Family and the election of a new international coordinator (now
called a General Secretary) and first councilor. The General Guiding
Principles and Statues were unanimously approved at the meeting after

about 4 years of writing. Drafts were sent out to
members before the meeting and comments were
collated. At the meeting itself a revised draft was
reviewed and further comments were incorporated
into it until the final text was approved. The
participants in the Brazil Meeting also approved a
logo for the laity of the Chevalier family that can be
used internationally. Finally, they have elected
Ms Alison McKenzie from Australia as the new
General Secretary and Doris Machado from Brazil as the first
councillor. Together, Alison and Doris, will choose the future members
of the International Coordinating Committee.

After 10 days in cold Brazilian winter, the participants went home more united and excited as they
look forward to the next six years of fulfilling their mission … a spirituality without borders, under
the guidance of their new leaders. The next International Lay Meeting will be in 2023.
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Sisters, let us keep the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in our prayers
as they hold their 25th General Chapter from 4 to 23 September, 2017
at the Casa Generalizia dei Fratelli Cristiani (Generalate of the De La
Salle Brothers) in Rome. We ask the Spirit to guide them in all their
deliberations and decisions.

Golden Jubilee of Priesthood of Father Tony Arthur MSC

On 22 July Father Tony Arthur MSC, member of the Australian Province
and Secretary General, celebrated the 50th year of his priestly life at the
Ursuline’s Generalate House, where the MSC’s are the chaplains. Of
course, our MSC Sisters were there, as well as members of many other
Congregations, to celebrate with the jubilarian. From our Generalate,
Sr. Marife, Sr. Laurentia, Sr. Madeleine, Sr. Linda, Sr Bernadette and
Sr. Elly were present! First there was a moving Eucharistic celebration in
a chapel with beautiful
heart shaped flower
decorations. After that
there was a delicious meal.

Aside from the chaplaincy, there is another
connection between our Congregations and that of
the Ursulines. These Ursulines of the Roman
Union were the ones who spread the devotion of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in the Netherlands
and built the Basilica of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart in Sittard.

CONGRATULATIONS, FR. TONY!!!!

Barbeque at Via Asmara

It is already a good habit during
summertime to have a barbeque near
the swimming pool in the garden of
the MSC’s at Via Asmara. Also this
time the MSC-sisters and we were
invited. On 10 August four of us,
Sr. Marife, Sr. Merle, Sr. Linda and
Sr. Elly, went there and we realized
with a bit of regret that this would be
the last time to meet this current
MSC General Council, because in
September, at their General Chapter,
they will choose a new General
Superior and a new Council. We thank the present team for the fantastic collaboration that we have
experienced and for sure, we hope that the next council will continue this good habit. And ……
for the very first time, some of us ended up enjoying the swimming pool, which was very pleasant,
given the temperatures of 36 degrees Celsius outside the pool!

Convent of Ursulines in Rome


